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Editor’s Note

In recognition of the worldwide
importance of rice, the United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA) has
designated 2004 asthe Internationa Y ear
of Rice (I'YR). This dedication of an
International Y ear to asingle crop israre
inthe history of UNGA.

TheAfricaRice Center (WARDA), which
is solely dedicated to research and
development activitiesonricefor Africa,
is quite fittingly leading the 1YR
celebrationin Africain collaboration with
its partners, as described in the article
Africa celebrates the International Year
of Rice.

Within 3yearsof itsintroduction, the New
Rice for Africa (NERICA) has become a
household name in parts of Uganda,
which is witnessing a growing NERICA
boom. We present to you this amazing
story in the article NERICA' s flying start
in Uganda.

The crowning glory for WARDA'’s
NERICA achievement was the
announcement in March of Dr Monty
Jones asthe co-laureate of the 2004 World
Food Prize. WARDA's felicitation to Dr
Jones is highlighted in the News and
Notes.
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News and notes

Pride for Africa and The Africa Rice Center

Itisamatter of immensepridefor Africa
and The AfricaRice Center (WARDA)
that Dr Monty Jones has been sdlected
as the co-laureate of the 2004 World
Food Prize for the NERICA break-
through. Dr Jones, Executive Secretary
of theForumfor Agricultural Research
inAfrica(FARA), isthefirst Africanto
receive this prestigious award.

NERICA'’s increasing popularity has
been the driving force for the Center’s
expansion into Central and Eastern
Africa. After signing a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) with the
National Agricultural Research
Organisation (NARO), Uganda, we have developed a comprehensive work-plan with
NARO, Sasakawa-Global 2000, and the private sector.

Dr Monfy Jones, co-laureate of
the 2004 World Food Prize

Ugandaisa sothefocus of several projects of the Consultative Group on I nternational
Agricultural Research (CGIAR). In February, CGIAR organized a meeting with the
Ugandan Members of Parliament in which Prof. Richard Musangi, WARDA Board
Chair, represented the CGIAR. Representativesfrom eight CGIAR centers participated.

Wehavejust signed aMoU with the Association for Strengthening Agricultural Research
in Eagtern and Centrd Africa(ASARECA). The Center will support the ASARECA Rice
Research Network (ECSARRN); the Coordination Officewill bebasedin Tanzania.

A significant milestone for the CGIAR is the signing of a MoU between the New
Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD) and the CGIAR-supported Centers
represented by measCDC Chair. Thisomnibusdocument providespolitical recognition
for al CGIAR Centerswith which NEPAD canwork towardsachieving the Millennium
Development Goals.

The Joint Statement by Prof. Mkhulu (NEPAD Steering Committee Chair) and me,
which was rel eased after the signing ceremony, spelt out the significance of the MOU
and the joint activities that will be undertaken. "In the short to medium term, NEPAD
working with the CGIAR Centersaimsto jointly develop and fast-track continent-wide
programs with clearly defined activities focused on key commaodities and successful
technologies that NEPAD and the African Union have identified as priorities.”

KanayoF. Nwanze
Director General

NERICA'’s flying start in Uganda

Within 3 years of its introduction, NERICA has got off to a flying start in Uganda
thanksto asuccessful partnership between the national program, international NGOs,
seed companies, and farmers. Over 6000 hectares are under NERICA cultivation in
Uganda.

Continued on page 2



NERICA's flying ..... from page 1

“1 was amazed to see the

growing NERICA boomin

the country during my

trip in October 2003,” L ;
exclaimed Dr Nwanze. e, -
NERICA has become so
popular in certain areas of
Uganda that some
farmers are even
abandoning tobacco—
the country’s second
largest cash crop—to
grow it. Ugandaisindeed
poised to become as
successful a model for
NERICA adoptionin East
Africa as Guinea is for
West Africa. £
However, the pattern of
NERICA uptakein Ugandais quite different from that of Guinea
according to Dr Nwanze. “1 think the difference lies in the way
rice is perceived; in Uganda, rice is considered a commercial
product rather than afood crop, in contrast to West Africa. The
private sector is, therefore, actively involved in the NERICA
trade (food grain and seed sectors) in Uganda.”

Similar to Guineg, thereisahigh-level political supporttoNERICA
disseminationinthecountry. TheNew Vison—Uganda sleading
newspaper—reported on its website in March 2004 that as part
of amajor initiative to reduce poverty through the promotion of
upland rice, Uganda's President Y oweri Museveni distributed
NERICA seeds to representatives of farmers’ groups from 11
districts.

Theinitiative, led by the Vice-President Prof. Gilbert Bukenya,
will helpfarmerssall their NERICA harvestto arice cooperative.
From the proceeds of their sale, farmers are expected to make a
down payment toward the purchase of low-cost model houses
for themselves.

The secret behind NERICA' spopularity in Ugandaisthat farmers,
traders, and the government are convinced of its commercia
value. The New Vision cites a farmer who was wonderstruck
when hewaspaid 1.6 million Ugandan shillings (about $850) for
his first harvest of
NERICA grownonless
than a hectare. “They
told methat | would get
a lot of money but |
didn’'t think that it
would be this much. |
gtill have afew sacks at
home which my family
can consume,” the
farmer exclamed.

“Thefact that Uganda' s
seed traders have
embraced NERICA, it
means that there is
money in it,” was a

Japnes-led high-level delegaion accopanied y the
Minister of Agriculture Dr Kisamba Mugerwa view NERICA in Uganda

NERICA on sale in Uganda

constant remark heard by
the high-level delegation
of representatives from
the World Bank, the
Government of Japan,
and WARDA, which
visited the NERICA
project in Masindi,
Uganda, in October 2003.

Rice is a relatively new
crop in Uganda. It was
introduced on a large
scaleinthe 1960s and is
now widely grown in
many partsof thecountry,
especialy in the eastern
and northern regions. To
meet the increasing
demand for rice, Uganda
imports about $100 million worth of riceevery year.

The NERICA boom in Ugandabegan in 2002 when NERICA 4
was released after national scientists selected it from the set of
improved lines sent from WARDA. Incidentally, Ugandaiis the
second African country after Coted’ IvoiretoreleaseaNERICA

variety.

The Nationa Agricultural Research Organisation (NARO) has
sincetheninformed WARDA that NERICA 4 (WAB 450-1-B-P-
91-HB) wasmost probably released under two namesin Uganda:
NARIC 3 and Suparica 2. This happened because two groups of
researchers, one from the NASECO seed company and the other
from NARO, independently submitted the samelinetothe Variety
Release Committee under different names. The next Variety
Release Committee meeting is expected to clear this confusion
in names.

During Dr Nwanze's trip to Uganda, a Memorandum of
Understanding was signed between WARDA and NARO to
facilitate joint activities on rice R& D, exchange of germplasm
and information, and capacity building.

Speaking of the importance of WARDA's future collaboration
with Uganda, Dr Nwanze said, “In Eastern Africa, Uganda is
WARDA'’sentry point
by virtue of the
comprehensive work-
plan we have engaged
inwiththeMinistry of
Agriculture, NARO,
Sasakawa-Global
2000, private seed
companies and the
sub-regional
organization—the
Association for
Strengthening
Agricultural Research
in Eastern and Central
Africa (ASARECA),
based in Entebbe.”
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In the beginning of creation,
according to the Diola people
living near the Casamance
Riverin Senegal, theRain God
Emitai gave Diola rice —
which carried a life-giving
power — to their ancestors.
Thericethey refer toisOryza
glaberrima (African rice),
which is still grown by some
of the Diola people and used
in rituals to preserve the link
with their ancestors.

Riceisan integral part of the
history and culture of Africa,
where it has been cultivated
for morethan 3000 years. It was so widely growninWest Africa
when the first European sailors reached there, that they called
theregion from Senegal to Céted' Ivoirethe‘Rice Coast'.

Rice has now become a commodity of strategic significancein
Africa It is grown and consumed in about 40 countries in the
continent. Fuelled by changing lifestyle and consumer preference,
thedemand for ricein West and Central Africa(WCA), isgrowing
at the rate of 6% per annum — faster than anywhere elsein the
world.

In recognition of the worldwide importance of this crop, the
United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) hasdesignated 2004
as the International Year of Rice (IYR). This dedication of an
International Y ear toasinglecropisrareinthe history of UNGA.

Riceisworthy of thisdistinction becauseit feeds morethan half
the world's population while providing income for many. To
millions of people, such astheDiola, riceismorethan just food.
It is inextricably woven into their culture, identity and way of
life

The theme of the 2004 1Y R isRiceislife, which recognizesthe
special relationship that links peopleto thisvital crop. Thel YR
celebrations will highlight the central role that rice plays in
agriculture, food security, the environment and culture.

One of the 2004 1Y R objectivesis to improve rice production
through greater emphasis on rice research, development and
policy. A sustainable increase in rice production will reduce
hunger and poverty and contribute to environmental
conservation.

Aspart of thel YR,
public awareness
campaignson rice
are being planned
in many countries
and national
committees for
the IYR are being
formed, which will
serve as focal
points for the
campaigns and

Africa celebrates the International Year of Rice
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link up with the global I'YR
vision.

The Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) is the lead
agency for the
implementation of the
global IYR vision in
collaboration with the
United Nations
Development Programme
(UNDP), the CGIAR,
national programs, NGOs,
and the private sector. In
Africa, WARDA isactively
participating in the IYR
events in various countries in collaboration with its
partners.

As part of this celebration, a pan-Africal YR event ‘Riceislife
for Africans isbeingjointly organized under the sponsorship of
NEPAD, FARA, WARDA, the Council for Scientific and
Industrial Research (CSIR), UNDP, and FAO at Accra, Ghanag, in
September 2004.

Theevent will be an opportunity to formally felicitate Dr. Monty
Jones, who has been selected as the 2004 World Food Prize co-
winner for the development of the NERICA.

The pan-Africal Y R event includes an African Rice Conference
during which prominent rice expertswill help draw up acommon
agenda for the development of rice and rice-based production
system in the continent. The Third Biennial Regional Rice
Research Review (4Rs), led by ROCARIZ — the Rice Network
hosted by WARDA — will aso form part of this event.

A stakeholder round-table discussion on African rice policy,
recognition of specific African Heads of Statefor their successful
promotion of the NERICA, scientific awards, prizes to rice
producers and an exhibition of rice technologies will feature
prominently in the celebration.

Another important YR event initiated by WARDA is the
organization of the Fourth Meeting of the National Experts
Committee (NEC) — which comprisesthe Directors General of
WARDA member countries— under thetheme of * Celebrating
thelnternational Year of Ricein Africa’ in Y amoussoukro, Cote
d’lvoire, in June
2004.

Thanks to the 2004
I'YR celebration in
Africa improvedrice
technologies, such
astheNERICAswill
increasingly reach
villages, farms and
homes of millions of
poor ricefarmersand
consumers in the

region.

O

Essence of WARDA—The Africa Rice Center. Number 5 January-March 2004.






