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Module 24

Module 24, page 1.

Learning objectives

Procedure

Managing experiments, making observations and 

recording information at maturity phase

Recall the Recall the 

experimental design.experimental design.

Summarize progress Summarize progress 

in the implementationin the implementation

of the experiments.of the experiments.

observations.observations.

Synthesize the Synthesize the 

observations inobservations in

plenary session.plenary session.

Recall the pair-Recall the pair-

wise comparisonwise comparison

of experimentalof experimental

treatments.treatments.

Recap the recording Recap the recording 

of information and theof information and the

recording forms for recording forms for 

the experiments.the experiments.

experiments established by the farmers who volunteered to conduct 

observations and recording do nott

be carried out on the experimental plots.

At the end of this module, farmers will be able to:

Review the different treatments of the experiments they 

implemented.

Decide on the management practices to carry out on the

Record the information on pre-established recording forms.

current module. The facilitator clearly indicates that this module does not concern the IRM

farmers who volunteered to conduct experiments. 

3. The farmers recall the experimental design for each experiment: objectives, hypotheses and 

experimental treatments.

4. The facilitator and the farmers discuss the progress made in setting up the experiments. The

5. Some farmers present their recording form with the observations they have made from their 

possible changes to be made.
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Module 24
Managing experiments, making observations and recording information at maturity phase

procedure

A farmer-facilitator and a farmer-rapporteur are chosen.

each for each type of experiment will be visited.

Field observations will be made by the group:

–

Farmers will compare treatments, review the ‘indicators’ for the comparison as decided –

Farmers will discuss the reasons for these differences: is there a relationship between –

the treatments and what is observed, or are the differences due to other factors, such as 

management practices or environmental conditions? Are these differences consistent 

Results will be presented by the farmer-rapporteur, then summarized and discussed in 

plenary session.

7. The farmers who volunteered to conduct experiments and the facilitator 

If necessary, the facilitator helps the farmer-facilitator to stimulate 

differences between treatments.

experiment is discussed.

Matrix for pair-wise comparison of treatments (to do for each type of test)

Treatment 1 Treatment 2 Treatment 3 Treatment 4

For each white cell, the farmers’ preference from the pair of treatments compared is recorded.

Example: Experiment 1: ...

Overall performance Indicators used

for comparison

Causes of difference between

treatments

Field 1

Field 2

Module 24, page 2.
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Module 24
Managing experiments, making observations and recording information at maturity phase

Farmers identify the best treatment for each pair, and this choice is recorded in the 

The farmers discuss the reasons for their choices.

The facilitator displays the matrix table of comparisons made during the session on Module 

complementary information to be recorded concerning farmer management practices and the
observations made to compare the treatments. The facilitator invites the farmers to complete
the left column of the recording form with the complementary information.

phase, such as:

Number of fertile tillers;–

–

Plant density or soil cover;–

Absence of diseases and insect damage;–

Absence of bird damage;–

Yield level.–

Complementary management practices such as harvesting dates are noted.

A column or row should be reserved for yield estimation or yield sampling.

12. The facilitator discusses the procedure

with the farmers.

then invites farmers to the next session.

Three hours

paper.

Copies of the draft model of the recording form can be prepared on A4; at the end of this session

Time required

Materials required
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Box 24

The discussion with the farmers of Lokakpli began with the importance of the experiments and observations. The farmers recalled 

so. Most of the farmers had, therefore, not yet made their personal observations.

We asked the farmers to specify the most important indicators at the reproductive or maturity stage.

Module 24
Managing experiments, making observations and recording information at maturity phase

Module 24, page 4.

Treatments

N N N N N

P P P

K K

Field 1

Kouamé Affoué Jacqueline Panicles – Panicles –  Panicles + Panicles +

Presence of N’déni Kouamé Yellow Yellow areas with poor Cover +

Field 2      

Kouassi Fulgence Cover + Cover + Cover + Cover +

Height average Height + Average height Average height Height +

Iron toxicity Color Color – Color Color Color –

homogeneous  homogeneous homogeneous

Field 3

Height + Height + Height + Height – Height –

Field 4

N’guessan Raymond

Panicles +


